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I. Tue EASTERN REGION

During the year 1953 the Eastern Region under the
Indian Board for Wild Life comprised the following States: Assam,
Bengal, Bihar, Manipur, Orissa and Tripura.

The North East Frontier Agency, an area containing rich and
varied wild life and some of the finest mountain and river scenery
in India, is not included in this Region. It is to be hoped that in
the near future the N.E.F.A. will be in a position either to form
its own Wild Life Board or to send representatives to the Assam
Wild Life Board and thus become ‘co-ordinated with Assam in the
matter of wild life preservation.

Similarly, Bhutan is adjacent to Bengal and Assam and has mutual
problems concerning wild life preservation; and it would be in the
interests both of India and Bhutan if the latter country could be
closely associated: with India in this respect. The same kind of
problems exist on the borders of Bihar and Nepal, and it would also
be in the interests of both these States if concerted action could be
taken to preserve wild life.
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II. WiLp LIFE IN THE REGION

Rhinoceros. Perhaps the most valuable animal in the Region
is the Great Indian One-horned Rhinoceros, and its numbers may, now
be estimated as follows: Assam 347, Bengal 43, Bihar 2 (and Nepal
48). There are signs of a revival of interest in the Jaldapara Sanctuary
of Bengal, and this factor should enable the depleted rhino population
of that area to be increased to what it was some twenty years ago.
Officially I believe there are no rhino in Bihar, but it is reported
that occasionally a few of the fifty or so animals of Nepal wander
across the border into India. It might be possible to create a sanctuary
in the Champaran District of Bihar in order to provide a refuge for

these stragglers from Nepal; and this sanctuary might in later years -

develop “into a safe stronghold of this most important creature.

Elephant. It is fortunate that the wild elephant appears to
be able to hold its own in spite of the advance of civilisation into its
habitat. Although its numbers are being constantly reduced by
capturing and controlled shooting wherever damage to crops is reported,
its prolific nature leads us to feel assured of its continuance in the
future.

Gaur (‘Bison’ or ‘Mithan’). This fine animal is becoming much
rarer in north-east India, chiefly owing to its susceptibility to diseases
spread by domestic cattle and buffaloes. It is recommended that it
be protected as much as possible.

Buffalo. In spite of rinderpest this animal continues to
survive in safe numbers in Assam and north Bengal, and in some
parts of Orissa. The sad news has been received from the Chief
Conservator of Forests, Bihar that ‘the wild buffalo of Purnea also
probably has vanished with the privately-owned forests were its last
refuge and were cut down’. It is essential that domestic cattle and
domestic buffaloes of graziers and villagers adjacent to wild buffalo
sanctuaries should be compulsorily innoculated against rinderpest.
Some research is needed into the question of the advantages or
otherwise of the crossing of tame buffaloes with wild ones, as
there are conflicting accounts of the quantity of the milk supply and of
the quality of the offspring after such crossings have taken place.

Swamp Deer. Unlike the sambar which frequents thick
forest and hilly regions, the swamp deer confidingly inhabits the more
open places and presents an easy target to poachers and others.
Because of its meat value as compared with the hog deer, the swamp
deer has become exceedingly rare in the States of this Region and
requires the most rigid protection—especially in sanctuaries.

Serow and Goral These goat-antelopes are also in need of
protection. (Takin and Musk Deer exist in the mountainous areas
of the N.E.F.A. and Bhutan, and are therefore outside the scope of
this report.)

Thamin or Brow-antlered Deer. In spite of
enquiries and search by the Forest Department in Manipur, no trace
can now be found of this beautiful deer which once existed in fair






















